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·ERDs29 All persons served by Catholic health care 
have the right and duty to protect and preserve their 
bodily and functional integrity.  The functional 
integrity of the person may be sacrificed to maintain 
the health or life of the person when no other morally 
permissible means is available.  
·Church teaching on matters pertaining to integrity 
and totality owes much to the thought of St. Thomas 
!ÑÕÉÎÁÓȡ Ȱ! ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
disposed of according as it may profit the 
×ÈÏÌÅȣ)ÆȣÁ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÓ [CHCE3A/2]



healthy and continuing in its natural state, it cannot 
be cut off to the detriment of the whole (ST, II-II 
q.65).  Surgery to save the life of someone who is sick 
is an honorable and noble use of human reason and 
medical skill; mutilation of a healthy human being is 
not, since it harms the integral human being God has 
fashioned into his own image. [CHCE3A/2]

·Two popes have done much to build upon the 
foundations erected by St. Paul and St. Thomas.  Pius 
XI speaks of the limitations  we [CHCE3A/2]



must keep in mind regarding stewardship and totality, 
while Pius XII has done much to show how far we can 
go in employing the principle to health care decisions.  
Indeed, in a 1952 address to the First International 
Congress of Histopathology of the Nervous System, 
0ÉÕÓ 8)) ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÔÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÅ ȰÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓȟ 
and to the extent that, the good of the whole 
demands, to paralyze, destroy, mutilate, and separate 
ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢȱ [CHCE3A/2]

·Taken together, the popes are giving us a lesson in 
authentic Christian anthropology, [CHCE3A/2]



telling us we are indeed responsible stewards, never 
absolute masters.  In Pius XII we find the emphasis 
being placed on the Principle of Totality, ordered 
toward the preservation of the physical whole of the 
human body while Pius XI stresses the Principle of 
Integrity , perhaps best understood as being 
respectful of the hierarchical ordering of the members 
of the body.  [CHCE3A/2]

·It stands to reason that when a part or a function of 
the body becomes harmful to the whole body-a 
cancerous breast, for example-steps may [CHCE3A/2]



be taken to control the damage, even to the point of 
removing the breast in order to preserve the life of the 
person.  The part in this case may be, perhaps better, 
must be sacrificed for the good of the whole. [CHCE3A/2]

·Anatomical integrityrefers to the material or physical 
integrity of the human body. [Ashley, Health Care, 333]

·Functional integrityrefers to the systematic efficiency 
of the human body. [Ashley, Health Care, 333]


