
Introduction to Bioethics Booklist 

 

Primary Sources 

 

 Catholic Sexual Ethics  A Summary, Explanation, & Defense second ed. by Rev. 

Ronald Lawler, OFM. Cap., Joseph Boyle, Jr. & William E. May.  (Our Sunday Visitor, 

1998). 

 

 Catholic Bioethics and the Gift of Human Life by William E. May.  (Our Sunday 

Visitor, 2000).  Second edition. 

 

 Life Issues, Medical Choices  Questions and Answers for Catholics by Janet E. 

Smith and Christopher Kaczor (Servant Books, 2007). 

 

 A Guide to Medical Ethics  Catholic Principles in Clinical Practice by Eugene F. 

Diamond, M.D.  (The Linacre Institute, 2001). 

 

 Biotechnology and the Assault on Parenthood by Donald DeMarco (Ignatius 

Press, 1991). 

 

 Catholic Health Care Ethics  A Manual for Practitioners Second edition.  Edited 

by Edward J. Furton with Peter J. Cataldo, and Albert S. Moraczewski, O.P.  Forward by 

Edmund Pellegrino.   

 

 

Secondary Sources 

 

 Health Care Ethics  A Theological Analysis 4
th

 ed. by Benedict M. Ashley, O.P. 

and Kevin D. O’Rourke, O.P.  (Georgetown University Press, 1997). 

 

 Ethics and Human Life by Joseph M. Mauceri, M.D. (Midwest Theological 

Forum, 2001). 

 

 The Catholic Priest as Moral Teacher and Guide (A Symposium) Ratzinger, 

Vanhoye, Chantraine, May, Grisez, Haas, Herron (Ignatius Press, 1990). 

 

 The Christian Virtues in Medical Practice by Edmund D. Pellegrino and David C. 

Thomasma (Georgetown University Press, 1996). 

 

 Moral Absolutes  Tradition, Revision, and Truth by John Finnis (The Catholic 

University of America Press, 1988). 

 

 Handbook on Critical Life Issues by Leies, McCarthy, Bayer (The National 

Catholic Bioethics Center, 2004). 

 



 Live the Truth  The Moral Legacy of John Paul II in Catholic Health Care, 

Proceedings of the Twentieth Workshop for Bishops ( The National Catholic Bioethics 

Center, 2006). 

 

 Urged On by Christ  Catholic Health Care in Tension with Contemporary Culture 

Proceedings of the Twenty-first Workshop for Bishops (The National Catholic Bioethics 

Center, 2007). 

 

 The Right To Privacy by, Janet E. Smith.  (The National Catholic Bioethics 

Center and Ignatius Press, 2008). 

 

 An Introduction to Moral Theology Second edition. William E. May.  (Our 

Sunday Visitor, 2003). 

 

 Our Moral Life in Christ  A Basic Course on Moral Theology Aurelio Fernandez 

and James Socias (Scepter Publishers, Inc. 1997).   

 

 Morality  The Catholic View  Servais Pinckaers, O.P. (St. Augustine’s Press, 

2001).   

 

 Cutting Through the Spin On Stem Cells and Cloning, The National Catholic 

Bioethics Center.   

 

 Topic Packets available from The National Catholic Bioethics Center.   

 

Church Documents 

 

 Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, 4
th

 edition 

(USCCB).  This is a must. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

 

Documents of Vatican II (esp. Gaudium et Spes, Lumen Gentium) 

 

 Declaration on Procured Abortion 

 

 Dei Verbum 

 

 Dignitatis Humanae  

  

 Veritatis Splendor  

 

 Fides et Ratio 

 

 Evangelium Vitae  

 



 Iura et Bona, Declaration on Euthanasia 

 

 Donum Vitae, Respect for Human Life 

 

 Humanae Vitae, Of Human Life 

 

 Salvifici Doloris, On the Christian Meaning of Human Suffering 

 

 Charter for Health Care Workers 

 Reflexions on Cloning by Pontificia Academia Pro Vita (Libreria Editrice 

Vaticana, 1997) 

 

 On the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons 

 

 Non-Discrimination Against Homosexual Persons  

 

 

  

 


